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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR CHURCH? 
By Eleanor Gamble 
Symbolism in the Chancel Window

We in Kingsway-Lambton should count ourselves privileged to have our Church so enriched by its beautiful windows. Designed by the highly gifted artist, Miss Yvonne Williams, they not only add beauty to our place of worship but are primarily a means of conveying great truths of our faith. Let us look at the Chancel Window and discover the wealth of teaching it contains.

The theme is Jesus—The Light of the World. His figure may be seen in the centre window, clothed in a richly tinted yellow robe. This colour is suggestive of light and symbolizes the warmth of God's love which shines upon us through Christ. The brightness which surrounds and shines forth from this central figure lights up the faces of eleven of the disciples, even as a knowledge of God's love and truth brings new light and joy to all who are willing to turn towards it and receive it.  If you look carefully at the second figure to the right of center you will notice that he is looking downwards rather than at Jesus, and that his face is dull and lifeless. This is Judas.

Central to the Christian's faith is the knowledge that God broke through the darkness of men's ignorance and sin by revealing Himself in the life, teaching, sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Here He showed Himself to be a God of Love who constantly reaches out to His children and seeks communion with them. The Sacrament of Holy Communion is a sacred symbol of God's act and our grateful acceptance of it. It is fitting, therefore, that the central window in the Church should keep this truth constantly before us. Here we are reminded of Jesus' Last Supper with His disciples. We see Him blessing the bread. On the table before them are the two ;symbols of the Communion, the cup of wine and the bread. Around the edge of the table are the words GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN recalling the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross that we might know the truth of God's love.

Light brings not only knowledge and fellowship, but is also necessary for growth. God, through Christ, enables us to grow into the fullness of stature He intended for us. The idea of growth is symbolized in the window by the green vine which may be seen intertwining all its parts. We are reminded of Jesus' words, 'I am the True Vine' and of the promise of the new life in Christ which is given to His followers. The four medallions in the upper portion of the window…are symbolic of four manifestations of this new life.

1. The Good Samaritan

2. The Crucifixion - sacrifice on behalf of others

3. Jesus Blessing the Children - concern for children and all those in need 
4. The Prodigal Son – forgiveness

As we, His people, manifest this new life, God's light shines out, through us, upon those who do not yet know and love Him. New life and understanding are brought alive in man by the Holy Spirit. This is symbolized by the dove to be seen in the center of the window directly above the medallions.

Other symbols at the top of the window are the open book with the Greek letter alpha and omega upon it, representing Jesus Christ and the New Covenant, and the Burning Bush, representative of Moses and the Old Covenant.

If you look clearly at the bottom of the window you will see a semi-circle of flowers and four small figures, a fish, turtle, rabbit, and bird. This is symbolic of the fact that God's light is not only reflected through Christ and His Cross, and in the life of His people, but that it shines upon all living things—in the sea, on the earth and in the air.

The accompanying sketch [in the original document] does not pretend to be a picture of the window, but simply a key to where the symbols mentioned may be found. Take time to study 'she actual window carefully and reverently that its full beauty may speak to you and its message become more real for you. Only in that way can its purpose be fulfilled.
