Art and Artists

Yvonne Williams Produces

New Stained-Glass Work
By PEARL McCARTHY

The somewhat, startling clangor heard one recent night in Caribou Avenue was accounted for by the

fact that some of us were trying trying to ring a peal on a rare set of English hardbells. (For those who are not acquainted with change-ringing, the pleasantest way to get some notion of it is still to read Dorothy Sayers' detective story, The Nine Tailors. We were all great lovers of change-ringing who wouldn't give a fig for the best carillon melody if we could have t good peal. But our peal was a fizzle, leaving us once more in awe of the old English villagers who master the art.

However, the bells were merely a side interest to the main purpose of the evening, which was to see what was new in the studio of Canada's leading stained-glass artist, Yvonne Williams. Probably no studio is so fascinating as one where glass is being designed and made into windows. There is the big drawing and painting room, with sketches on tables, great cartoons on walls, and uncut pieces of rich glass set up against the light. There is the cutting-and-glazing room, and the area where the cut pieces are assembled on large tables. And, related to it all, the bookshelves and the reception office, which remind you that much thought as well as skill goes into creative glass.
Among the new things, we saw the sketch for the great window which is to go into the chapel of Loretto Abbey. It is to be some 30 feet high, with seven lancets (pointed arch), treating the subject of the Holy Family, and while blue prevails, there is a lovely harmony of colors. A new Annunciation for St. John's (Anglican) Church, York Mills, exploits the fine, flowing line which Miss Williams achieves in her designs. Other windows were being done for St. John's, Vancouver.

One of the most recent and most unusual windows finished by this artist is the Walther von der Vogelweider, for Strachan Hall, Trinity College. While there is color, drawing is paramount here, and the figure, overlapping the three lancets, is active rather than static. In subject matter, these Trinity windows are unusual too. The aim of the series will be to present men who typified the all-round culture of their particular period.
Walther von der Vogelwelder, minnesinger (German song writer), knight, serious poet and a man interested in both politics and religion, represents Medieval culture. He is shown in armor. It is too early to say what men will represent all other periods, but we did see the cartoon for the figure of David who is to represent the Hebrew contribution. It is our guess that there may be one classical figure and one late Renaissance.
Miss Williams' work continues to be one of the most distinguished elements in Canadian art. Few who have seen the windows in St. Michael's and All Angels, for example have failed to be ecstatic about them. Her windows have been placed across the country, and as far north as Aklavik. Toronto works include the chapels of St. Michael's and St. Joseph's Hospitals, and Kingsway-Lambton United Church.
Although born in Trinidad, Miss Williams is of a Canadian family. She was a winner of the Governor-General's medal when graduating from the Ontario College of Art. She recalls that it was Grace Coombs at the college who encouraged her to take up glass. Later she studied in Europe and with Charles Connick in Boston.
At present, the studio reminds one of stories about Renaissance studios where an artist's workshop was a hive of industry with several co-operating. That sensitive artist, Ellen Simon, who is home from New York for a few months, is collaborating with Miss Williams.

Now that she has built her studio house, Yvonne Williams can indulge her love for a garden, and the entirely modern house sits in beautiful relation to the garden, looking as if it were inevitable in design. She is a retiring person but with a ready interest in other people and in a variety of pursuits. She is the kind of person who would have a set of bells made by Means of Whitechapel.
[ Newspaper article. Source and date unknown ]
