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GEORGE CARMAN MAINPRIZE

In 1933, when Carman Mainprize moved to the Kingsway and bought the little drug store on what is now the sight of the Lambton Mill E Country store, there were 273 homes in the entire area of Etobicoke.
Several years later, he and his new bride Mabel became actively involved in the plans to erect a church for the community. This new church which became Kingsway-Lambton United Church, was dedicated in February, 1937.
During the next 40 years Carman was active in many areas of church work. He was a Steward, a member of Session for many years, and for 25 years served as the Chairman of the Board of Trustees.
In the early 1960's he lead a youth group known as the "Kniahts of the Round Table".
In 1973 his generous gift made possible the publication of the history of Kingsway Lambton United Church - "A Church in Time", on the occasion of the 35th anniversary of the Church. (Mr. Fred Morrell, cc-chairman of the Committee, was present on May 15th for the dedication service).
Carman was also active in community activities. He was Etobicoke's first Post Master. In 1947 he ran for municipal office and topped the polls, receiving more votes than even the Reeve! As Chairman of the first Public Library Board he oversaw the planing and construction of the Brentwood library.
Carman was also a Past Master of Kingsway Masonic Lodge. (I am pleased to see such a large delegation present today from the Lodge.)
If one had to chose a single word to describe Carman Mainprize, the word would be INTEGRITY. I have never met a person in business with a higher sense of integrity than Carman.

If one were to select a second word, it would be MODESTY. For though I believe that he was inwardly satisifed with the contributions to society which he had made during his lifetime, he never once sought public recognition thereof.
A third word would be DETERMINATION. Once he had applied his keen analytical mind to a problem, assessed the facts, and reached a conclusion, he had the determination of a bulldog in seeing that the decision was carried out. ( I believe there may be a few people here today who can attest to this fact.)

By coincidence, it was 5 years ago today that Carman was buried from this sanctuary. His wife Mabel, their son Jamie, his wife Virginia, and the two grand children of  whom Cayman was so very proud, Julian and Victoria, are present today to donate a Memorial Window in recognition of his contributions to Kingsway Lambton United Church.
Dr. Huntjens, I know of no person more worthy of such an honour that Georae Carman Mainprize!
[ The above is the text of the tribute delivered by Don Macinnes during the 11.00 AM service at Kingsway Lambton United Church on Sunday, May 15, 1994].

