The Dedication of the Stained-Glass Nativity Window

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1980
This window is a gift of Helen and Eugene Durrant and the inscription reads as follows:
A CHILD IS BORN, PEACE ON EARTH GOOD WILL TO MEN.

To honour all who share in Christmas Pageants.
Gift of Helen and Eugene Durrant
Dedicated December 14, 1980

THE DEDICATION
(The congregation will please rise)
Minister: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.
People:
Praise the Name of the Lord.
Minister:
Bohold, a Virgin shall conceive and a Son shall be born and His Name shall be
called Emmanuel.
People:
God is with us.
Minister and People:

Father, giver of every good and perfect gift, we come to You as a people of God to praise You for Your presence in the past, in the present and the assurance of Your power and presence in the future. We would praise You and thank You for people, young and old, who have given so much to bring Your message of love to this community. For the laughter, the tears, the joys and even the frustrations of producing and directing our Christmas Pageant, we praise You. With solemn dignity and deep feeling we dedicate this window to honour all those who have participated in the presentation of "A Child is Born".

THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The Candlelight Nativity Pageant began as a simple story-telling affair in the Sunday School. Then the account of the Nativity was developed further by Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Dickinson for the Sunday evening service and was presented by members of the Junior Choir directed by Mrs. Dickinson. About 1945, with a script written by Dr. Wilfred C. Lockhart, the pageant developed into a full-scale Nativity play with elaborate stage setting, costumes and lights. It then became necessary to issue free tickets in order to divide the audience over the four evenings. Mrs. Dickinson continued as Director of "A Child is Born" until she was succeeded in 1952 by Mrs. G. W. (Jean) Milne who produced the pageant for twelve years.
For many years, Mrs. Milne had been soloist in the church and the leading singer in the “Angel Choir” of the Pageant. Now, as Director, she made well-chosen renovations and applied her artistry to further develop the Pageant so that its excellence was widely recognized. Mr. G.W. (Bill) Milne devised and operated a very sophisticated lighting system which complimented Mrs. Milne’s most skillful direction of the Pageant to give the production a truly professional touch. As personalities they were models fdor young people to emulate.

As Producers, Mr. and Mrs Brian Punchard re-wrote some of the dialogue using the new translation instead of the King James version and "When The Chimes Rang" was added by Mrs. G. Rankin. In 1969 the script returned to the original story of the Nativity. In 1972 the Punchards were followed by Mrs. Gordon (Sandra) Mcllwraith as Producer, then by Mr. George Davis who was succeeded by the present Producer, Mrs. Peter (Kathy) Andersen whose name has appeared on the pageant program as Co-ordinator since 1974. Mrs. R. (Mary) Schwass assists as Music Director.
More than one hundred young people are involved in each pageant. It is their talents, brougnt out by the producers and their skilful assistants which have earned for "A Child is Born" the very high regard of our congregation.
THE PRODUCERS OF THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANTS
The Producers of the pageants in the years 1937 to 1980, inclusive, are:
Mrs. C. H. Dickinson 
Mrs. G. W. (Jean) Milne 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Punchard Mrs. Gordon (Sandra) Mcllwraith
Mr. George Davis

Mrs. Peter (Kathy) Andersen with

Mrs. R. (Mary) Schwass (Music Director)

These leaders, supported by many skilful assistants and talented youthful participants, have made the presentations a joy to experience.

